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economic problem was the monopolization of the China market.
Thus the political and economic issues which Great Britain had to
face in her dealings with Japan were indissolubly linked with one
another.

There was one country in Europe where Japan's challenging at-
titude to the Western Powers was greeted with a considerable degree
of fellow-feeling. The bond of sympathy between Germany and Japan
was of old standing, dating from the time when Japan, searching for
patterns on which to model her new Westernized structure, chose
Germany for her military ensample. Generations of Japanese officers
who had been sent for their training to Germany had created a link
the strength of which was particularly potent at a time when the
military element was politically powerful in Japan. In addition there
were, in 1934, two points in common which were operating to
strengthen this traditional friendship between Germany and Japan:
both countries were seceding from the League of Nations, and both
were hostile to the Soviet Union. It was, therefore, not unnatural
that signs of a rapprochement made themselves evident during the
year. Minor instances of this were the extension (noted in Berlin by
the correspondent of The Times)1 of 'so-called cultural contact*
between Germany and Japan, and a significant increase in the influx
of German newspapers into Japan which was remarked upon by
another British observer.2 The bond created by the similarities in
their international status was a favourite text for public writers and
speakers; and a speech delivered by the Japanese Ambassador in
Berlin in the month of November3 was remarkable for its references
to the grievances against the other great nations of the World which
were shared by the two countries. They were united, Mr. Nagai said,
by their common isolation; by the demand which each was making
for equality of rights; and by a similarity of unfavourable dis-
criminatory treatment which was manifested, in the one case, in the
exclusion of Japanese emigrants from 'White Men's countries' and,
in the other case, by the denial of colonial possessions.

It was significant of the cordial development in Japanese-German
relations during 1934 that, when the Japanese naval training squadron
visited Germany in the May of that year, the officers were received
by the leading personalities in the country, including Herr Hitler,
Freiherr von Neurath and General Goring as well as Field-Marshal
von Hindenburg.

1  See The Times of the 26th January, 1934.

2  See The Daily Telegraph of the 17th November, 1934,

3  See the Frankfurter Zeitwg of the 18tfc Noyemter, 1934.